
Local Rules and Terms of the Competition 
FOR 2019 USGA CHAMPIONSHIPS

Out of Bounds — Defined by the line between the course-side points, at 
ground level, of white stakes and fence posts.

Penalty Areas — When a penalty area is defined on only one side, it 
extends to infinity. When a penalty area is connected to the out-of-bounds 
edge, the penalty area extends to and coincides with out of bounds.

Ground Under Repair — Defined by white lines. French drains are 
ground under repair. For grass-covered trenching, see Temporary Power 
Lines and Cables.

Ground under repair may include areas of unusual damage, including areas 
where spectators or other traffic has combined with wet conditions to affect 
materially the ground surface, but only when so declared by an authorized 
member of the Committee. When immediately adjacent to an immovable 
obstruction, such an area is part of that obstruction.

Relief from Seams of Cut Turf — Local Rule as prescribed in Section 8 of 
the Committee Procedures is in effect. Model Local Rule F-7.

Immovable Obstructions — Include plastic bumpers on roads and paths, 
and mats secured to the ground with spikes when the bumpers or mats 
cover cables.

White-Lined Areas Tying Into Artificially Surfaced Roads and Paths — 
White-lined areas of ground under repair and the artificially surfaced roads, 
paths or other identified obstructions that they are connected to are a 
single abnormal course condition when taking relief under Rule 16.1.

Wood Chips and Mulch — Are loose impediments.

Integral Objects — Include cables, rods, wires and wrappings when closely  
attached to trees, and artificial walls and pilings when located in penalty 
areas and bunkers.

Temporary Power Lines and Cables — Local Rule as prescribed in Section 
8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. Model Local Rule F-22.

Temporary Immovable Obstructions — Local Rule as prescribed in 
Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. Model Local Rule F-23. 
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TERMS OF THE COMPETITION

When Competition Is Final— The competition is final when the trophy has 
been presented to the winner or, in the absence of a prize ceremony, when 
all scores have been approved by the Committee. The result of a match is 
final when the Committee has approved the result as posted on the public 
scoreboard.
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The Rules of Golf
It is important to remember that their is one set of Rules that the game is played under. The Rules of Golf are approved by both the United States Golf Association and The R&A. 

Terms of the Competition
Terms of the Competition determine the structure of each competition including who may enter; how they enter; what the schedule and format of the competition will be and how ties will be decided. 

It is the responsibility of the Committee to: set clear and concise terms for each competition, make these terms available to players in advance of the competition, and to interpret the terms should any questions arise. Sample wording of Terms of the Competition can be found at USGA.org. 
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Local Rules
A Local Rule is a modification of a Rule or an additional Rule that the Committee adopts for general play or a participial competition. The Committee is responsible for deciding whether to adopt any Local Rules and for making sure they are consistent with the principles found in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures section in the Official Guide to the Rules of Golf. 

Public Information
The Committee needs to make sure that any Local Rules are available for players to see, whether on the scorecard, a separate handout, a notice board or the course's website.




